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Designing the Future of Texas  

 

DALLAS CEC MEMBER CHAPTER MEETING 
 

Monday, September  29, 2008 ð  City Place,  Dallas  
 

11:30 a.m.ð 12:00 p.m. Registration and Networking 

12:00 p.m.ð 1:00 p.m. Lunch and Guest Speaker 
 

Topic  

Parkland Memorial Hospital Bond Program 

 

 

 

 

One thing never changes; natural disasters can take a toll on our public infrastruc-

ture.  The latestéHurricane Ike.  The flooding, erosion, and disruption of public 

services, are humbling.  Mother Nature is very powerful.  Many of you may be in 

the same situation as we are, no power, no water, no internet for your Houston 

area offices.  The electrical system remains our critical link to maintaining public service.  So, how did we work before 

we had internet?  

 

This is a time for us all to reflect on how we do business and the impacts our projects can have on society.  What would 

have happened if there wasnôt a seawall, if levees didnôt hold or backup power didnôt exist?  As an engineering commu-

nity, we need to be proud.  Designing sustainable infrastructure is what we do every day.  Our infrastructure system is 

the life line of society, letôs preserve its integrity.   

 

Walter B. Jones, Jr., AIA, LEED, Sr. 

Vice President, Facilities Planning & 

Development, Parkland Health & Hos-

pital Systems , has 26 years of architec-

tural experience with a broad range of 

building types, including 16 years of 

healthcare design experience. Jones 

joined Parkland Health & Hospital Systems in 2003 to di-

rect the planning for new projects at the hospital including 

long range master planning and replacement.  
 

His notable projects include, the Coca Cola Headquarters 

in Atlanta, Underground Atlanta, Grady Memorial Hospital  

expansion and renovation, and the Northside Hospital 

Womenôs Center and emergency department expansion 

and renovation, and the Northside Hospital Womenôs Cen-

ter and emergency department expansion. 
 

Jones holds a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from Prince-

ton University and a Masters in Architecture from Clemson 

University. Additionally, he is a licensed architect, and a 

member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the 

Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED), and 

the Center for Health Design. 

 

RSVP by Friday, September 26 to Vicki@cectexas.org.   

No shows will be charged.     

Meals cannot be guarantee without a reservation.  

Alan D. Greer, PE 

President 

Presidentôs Note 

òPreserving Our Public Infrastructureó 
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For the first time in 28 years, Dallas County voters will go to the polls to vote on the Parkland Hospital (Dallas County 

Hospital District) bond program, unanimously approved by Parkland Hospitalôs Board of Managers and the Dallas 

County Commissioners. The $747-million bond package will help fund a new 862-bed adult inpatient hospital (including a 

Level 1 Trauma Center and Burn Center), outpatient center, office buildings and parking.   

 

The new hospital will replace the existing 54-year-old facility, which is outdated, cramped and out of code.  Parkland cur-

rently operates at full capacity ï with more than 1 million total patient visits each year ï with no flexibility for meeting 

greater demand.   

 

Parkland Hospital is nationally recognized for its premier healthcare quality, cost efficiency and clinical excellence. It has 

been named by U.S. News & World Report as one of ñAmericaôs Best Hospitalsò for 15 consecutive years. Parkland con-

tinues to serve as an essential resource for a healthy community, while serving Dallas County as a public health pro-

vider, safety net hospital, academic medical center, regional resource for disaster preparedness, major trauma and burn 

center, and innovator in community health and wellness. 

 

To endorse or get involved, go to www.voteforparkland.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 8, 2008  

Hyatt Regency Hotel Landmark Ballroom  

 

You are invited to serve as a sponsors for this event. The maximum contribution is $5000 for each individual, LLP, LLC 

or PC; political action committees are able to contribute up to $10,000. Contributions will be allocated to Tom Leppert re-

election campaign. Please make checks payable to Tom Leppert for Mayor.  For each sponsor of $2,500 or more, you 

will also receive an invitation to attend a Sponsor Reception at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 8, 2008 in Ballroom G 

at the Hyatt Regency. Details for each sponsorship level can be located by visiting www.mayorleppertsgala.com. 

 

In order to meet invitation printing deadlines, please return a sponsorship form no later than 5:00 p.m. on Septem-

ber 29th. You may return your form by fax, 214.871.7231, or email, agibbons@thereedsprc.com.  

 

If you need any additional information, please contact Amanda Gibbons at 214.871.0783.  

FIRST BOND PROGRAM IN 28 YEARS FOR PARKLAND HOSPITAL 

TO BE DECIDED BY DALLAS COUNTY VOTERS ON NOV. 4 

 

MAYORôS ANNUAL GALA 
 

Dream and Dance for Dallas  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NTTA AWARDS ITS LARGEST CONTRACT EVER 
 

 

The NTTA Board of Directors has awarded its largest single contract to date to fund construction of segment four of the 

121 Tollway, which includes the 121 Tollway/U.S. 75 Interchange in Collin County. 

  

The contract was awarded to W.W. Webber, the firm that came in with the lowest offered bid ï nearly $220 million.  

  

The contractor will construct a 2.94-mile stretch of the 121 Tollway in Collin County from Hardin Boulevard to the east of 

Medical Center Drive, including the 121 Tollway/U.S. 75 Interchange within the City of Allen, the City of McKinney and 

the Town of Fairview. The four-level interchange will feature six direct-connecting ramps to provide main lane access 

between the two roadways. The NTTA also will construct a loop ramp configuration connecting to the service roads.    

The interchange is expected to open in January 2011. 

  

ñThe NTTA will formally execute the contract with W.W. Webber and start construction after environmental approval for 

the project is received from Texas Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration,ò said NTTA 

Director of Project Delivery Elizabeth Mow. ñThis milestone contract means continued progress on the 121 Tollway pro-

ject and our dedication to improving mobility in the area.ò 

  

The contract award is the latest development on the 121 Tollway project, which consists of the following segments: 

  

Segment 1 ï 7.05 miles, from Denton Tap Road in Coppell to Old Denton Road in Carrollton; open to traffic. 

  

Segment 2 ï 9.02 miles, from Old Denton Road in Carrollton to Hillcrest Road on the Plano/Frisco line; opened to traffic 

on Aug. 31. 

  

Segment 3 ï 6.88 miles, from Hillcrest Road to Hardin Boulevard; currently under construction and scheduled to open by 

January 2010. 

  

Segment 4 ï 2.94 miles, from Hardin Boulevard to the east of Medical Center Drive including the 121 Tollway/U.S. 75 

interchange; is scheduled to open by January 2011. 

  

Segment 5 ï .33 miles, consists of adding direct-connect bridges to the 121 Tollway at the Dallas North Tollway; is 

scheduled to open by January 2012. 

  

The 121 Tollway officially transferred to the NTTA System on Sept. 1, 2008 from the state highway system overseen by 

the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 



Issue 1  

Fall 2008  

Page  4  

Dallas CEC Newsletter  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Registration & Continental Breakfast  

Sponsor Display Tables Open  
 

Welcome: Peng Zhao, Principal, URS/LopezGarcia Group 
  

NTTA Update  

Keynote Address: Paul Wageman, Chairman, North Texas Tollway Authority  
 

ñProject Delivery in a Changing Environmentò 

Moderator: Mike Hegarty, TCB AECOM 

Speakers:  Jorge Figueredo, Executive Director, North Texas Tollway Authority 

                  Michael Morris, Transportation Director, North Central Texas Council of Governments 

                  Amadeo Saenz, Jr., P.E., Executive Director, Texas Department of Transportation 
 

ñRail North Texas ïA Regional Solutionò 

Moderator: Jesse Oliver, Director of Business & Community Relations for Rail & Transit Systems, Lockwood Andrews & 

Newnam, Inc. 

Speakers:  Jungus Jordan, Fort Worth City Council Member 

                  Linda Koop, Dallas City Council Member 

                  Philip J. Ritter, Senior Vice President, Public Affairs, Texas Instruments Inc. 
 

ñSunset Review of the Texas Department of Transportationò 

Moderator: Paul Luedtke, P.E., Traffic Operations Manager, HDR, Inc. 

Speakers:  Kenneth ñKimò Brimer, Texas Senate 

                  Linda Harper-Brown, Texas House of Representatives 

                  Carl Isett, Texas House of Representatives & Chairman, Sunset Advisory Commission (invitation extended) 
 

Luncheon Welcome:  Naser Abusaad, P.E., AICP, Civil Associates, Inc. 
 

Presentation of DRMC Travel Demand Management Awards  
 

Keynote Address: ñTransportation Transformationò  

Ned S. Holmes, Member, Texas Transportation Commission 
 

As a supporting sponsor of the conference, Dallas CEC members will enjoy NDCC member pricing of $95.  Please note 
you are a Dallas CEC member when registering to attend the conference.   

Host committee memberships are also available for $1100.  This entitles you to ten tickets, reserved luncheon seating 
with table signage and listing in the program. 

 

To register or obtain additional information, please contact Carol Asel Short at 214-368-6992 or cshort@ndcc.org. 

TRANSPORTATION CROSSROADS CONFERENCE 
 

Friday, November 21, 2008 ǒ 7:00 a.m.ð1:30 p.m.  

Hilton Anatole Hotel, Dallas  
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OVERVIEW 

A 30-day close out period was planned for the 2002 Bond Program.  Out of over 200 projects, only one was able to 

complete the process within the 30-day period.  Therefore, the close out period will be extended to 60 days.   Con-

tractors that complete the process sooner will get paid sooner. 

 

Training for DISD maintenance and facilities personnel is a requirement of contract close out.  Scheduling all the 

parties for a specific date is a challenge.  Therefore, the training date will remain fixed and a training video will be 

prepared by the Contractor.  This will be provided to facilities personnel who cannot or do not attend the meetings.  It 

will also provide a training opportunity for people who come into the job after the project is complete. 

 

During the 2002 Bond Program close out of multiple school packages required that all the schools were completed 

before the project could be closed out.  The new contract has been revised to allow for individual schools to be 

closed out -except for final warranties.  This will allow up to 50% of the retainage to be paid for the individual 

schools. 

 

During the 2002 Bond Program, four months were required to close out the contract and obtain final payment to the 

Contractor.  Changes have been in the new contract and the process improved.  This should reduce the amount of 

time before final payment. 

 

Part of the close out documents is a final survey.  This is not defined by the District and there is some confusion as 

to what is required.  Dallas ISD will define what a final survey is and determine if itôs actually required. 

 

Changes in A/E, Program Manager and Contractor key personnel created obstacles to completing projects.  The 

new contracts have language to address this issue. 

 

Job order contracting cannot be performed on a design build basis.  This is a conflict with State Law.   The District 

will hire an Architect Engineer to develop a design for job order contracts. 

 

At least one additional meeting will be required to finalize the Committeeôs recommendations. 

 

Any CEC members that have concerns or comments should contact Joe Campos at (214) 696 -6291 ext. 235  

or jcampos@camposengineering.com.  

DALLAS ISD 2007 BOND PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 

September 9, 2008  
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ACEC BIT CHOICE AUTO AND HOME PROGRAM 

Customized Solutions Created Exclusively for ACEC Member Firms and Their Employees  

 
      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ACEC BIT Choice Auto and Home Program , a voluntary benefits program, is available to ACEC Member Firmsô 

employees. The program offers special group discounts* for auto, home, renters and other personal property insurance. 

There are four carriers from which to choose from ï Liberty Mutual, Travelers, Safeco® Insurance, and MetLife Auto & 

Home®. Auto quotes may be obtained online, and purchasing coverage requires a brief phone call. Marsh is the pro-

gram administrator and will provide the following features/services to ACEC Member Firmsô employees: 

 

Special group ðDiscounts Premiums for most benefits are based on group rates (which are generally lower than the 

rates individuals can get on their own) or include a discount. 

 

One-stop shopping ðInformation about the various policies available through the ACEC BIT Choice Auto and Home 

Program can be accessed on www.acecbit.com or through a single toll-free phone number: 1-800-557-5086. 

 

Premium Payments ðBilling options, such as monthly automatic bank account deduction, credit card billing, and direct 

billing, are available. 

 

Flexibility ðWith multiple carriers approved, you have options; choose the policy that best protects you and your family. 

 

Portability ðIf you end your employment, you may continue your coverage. However, you may lose some discounts. 

Contact your carrier to discuss further. 

 

How to Apply for Coverage  

You can receive auto quotes online through www.acecbit.com . To apply for coverage, call 1-800-557-5086 to speak 

with a Marsh customer service representative, Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central time.  

 

AUTO HOME BOAT 
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DATE DAY TIME  LOCATIO

N 

 SPEAKER  TOPIC OTHER  

ACTIVI-

TIES 

TOTAL PDH  

CREDITS 

September 29 Monday 11:00 a.m. City Place 

 

Walter B. Jones, Jr., 

AIA, LEED, Sr. Vice 

President, Facilities 

Planning & Develop-

ment, Parkland Health & 

Hospital Systems 

Parkland Memo-

rial Hospital Bond 

Program  

  .5  

October 27 Monday 11:00 a.m. City Place 

 

The Honorable Mary 

Horn, County Judge, 

Denton County  

Denton County 

Bond Program 

  .5 

November 24 Monday 11:00 a.m. City Place 

 

Joseph M. (Jody) Grant, 

Chairman Emeritus, 

Texas Capital Banc-

shares, Inc.  

Woodall Rodgers 

Deck Park 

  .5 

December No meeting           

 

Dallas CEC 2008 Member Chapter Meetings 

Mark your calendar  

Contact Information  

 

Dallas Council of Engineering Companies (DCEC) 

2224 Norwich Place 

Carrollton, TX  75005 

Phone: (214) 923.2920 

Fax:      (972) 767.3657 

www.cectexas.org 

Vicki Reece:  Vicki@cectexas.org 

 

Cultivate your firmôs future leaders. Make Dallas CEC 

Member Chapter Meetings part of your organizationôs 

mentoring program by bringing tomorrowôs leaders. 

Dallas Council of engineering Companies  
 

President : Alan Greer, Freese and Nichols 

President Elect: Tony Kimmey, Jacobs Carter Burgess 

Secretary: Mark Pacheco, Pacheco Koch Consulting Engineers 

Treasurer: Rachel Hayden, Hayden Consultants, Inc. 

Director: George Marks, Huitt-Zollars Engineering Consultants, Inc. 

Director: Jerry Holder, HNTB Corporation 

Past President: Afisu Olabimtan, APM & Associates, Inc. 

Executive Director: Vicki Reece 


