
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     NEWSLETTER     

Issue 3, Summer  2008  

Designing the Future of Texas  

Dallas CEC Member Chapter Meeting 
 

Monday, August  25, 2008 ñ  City Place,  Dallas 

11:30 a.m.ñ 12:00 p.m. Registration and Networking 

12:00 p.m.ñ   1:00  p.m. Lunch and Guest Speaker 
 

 

2008 DALLAS CEC BOARD ELECTIONS TIMELINE 
 

Board Elections are approaching.  If you are interested in playing an important role in determining the direction of the Chapter, 

consider committing a portion of your time toward being an effective catalyst in the growth and sustainability of our industry in 

the Dallas area.    

August 25, Dallas CEC Member Chapter Meeting 

President solicits nominations for a candidate to serve on the Nominating Committee.  An election shall be held at the meeting 

and the winner announced by the President. 
 

September Dallas CEC Board of Directors Meeting 

The President submits his nominees to the Board of Directors for majority approval. 
 

September 29, Dallas CEC Member Chapter Meeting 

The Nominating Committee will submit its nominees. 
 

October 27, Dallas CEC Member Chapter Meeting 

President shall direct presentation of nominations and take nominations made from the floor.  Candidates may speak and 

nominations can be discussed privately by the members in attendance. 
 

November 24, Dallas CEC Member Chapter Meeting 

Elections will be held by voice vote.  
 

For questions or additional information, contact Vicki Reece at (214) 923-2920 or  Vicki@cectexas.or.  

Jeff S. Dailey, P.E., joined the North 

Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA) in 2007 

as the Assistant Executive Director of 

Project Delivery.  In this role, Dailey over-

sees the delivery of all new corridor pro-

jects and major improvements to the 

existing NTTA system. Prior to joining the 

NTTA, Mr. Dailey was the Chief of Engi-

neering for the Illinois Tollway.  There, 

his expertise was instrumental in the development and pas-

sage of the Illinois Tollwayõs 10-year, $6.3 billion Congestion-

Relief Plan, Open Roads for a Faster Future. Designed to 

benefit the over 1.4 million motorists who travel the Illinois 

Tollway daily. Before that, Mr. Dailey held county and munici-

pal executive level engineering and management positions in 

several metropolitan areas, namely, Columbus, Ohio; Indian-

apolis, Ind.; DuPage County, Ill., and for Kane County, Illinois. 

Dailey oversaw government operations and the interactions 

necessary to successfully plan, fund, implement, maintain, 

and construct capital improvements in a variety of areas in-

cluding transportation, storm water management, wastewater 

treatment, and information technology. 

Mr. Dailey and the projects / programs he was responsible for 

have a won many awards, most recently he received the 

Award of ExcellenceñTop 25 Newsmakers of 2007ñ

Engineering News-Record.  Dailey earned his B.S. in Civil Engi-

neering at Ohio State University.    

 

RSVP by Friday, August 22 to Vicki@cectexas.org.  No shows will be 

charged.    Meals cannot be guarantee without a reservation. 
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EASTERN EXTENSION APPROVALS KEEP PROJECT ON SCHEDULE 

 
August 2008  
 

Construction will begin soon on the first section of the President George Bush Turnpike Eastern Extension, thanks to a finding 

issued earlier this month by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Federal approvals have been received.  Preparations 

are underway to begin construction, starting with Section 30. 

 

On July 1, The FHWA issued a finding of òno significant impactó regarding the revised re-evaluation of the projectõs Final Envi-

ronmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and the evaluation of the projectõs Section 4(f) document, which covers impacts to public 

parks or similar recreational areas. 

 

That finding allowed the NTTA to issue a notice to proceed to construction to contractor Zachry Construction, which will soon 

start work on the first portion of the Eastern Extension. That portion, known as Section 30, is a 2.8-mile, $254.7 million section 

that stretches from north of the future Merritt Road/Liberty Grove Connector to south of Main Street in Rowlett. 

 

FHWA reviews and approvals are required due to changes in the project that have occurred since the 2005 approval of the 

Eastern Extension FEIS. The project changes that have occurred since then include the use of all-electronic tolling and modifi-

cations of interchanges at Interstate Highway 30, Main Street, and the Merritt Road/Liberty Grove Connector. 

 

While awaiting required federal approvals this spring, the NTTA continued working on the project by moving utilities and obtain-

ing required right of way. These efforts are ongoing. 

 

The projected opening date of late 2011 for the entire $1 billion, 9.9-mile project remains intact under the current timeline for 

the expected and received approvals. Construction on other sections should begin in early to late fall 2008. Because most of 

the project is being built in undeveloped areas, motorists are not expected to notice any traffic diversions or disruptions until 

late fall.  NTTA communicates lane closures and traffic information through updates on the NTTA Web site, www.ntta.org and 

through traffic advisories and alerts. 
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2008 DALLAS CEC ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2008 Summer Intern Program Closes at Rangers Ball Park 

  

The Dallas CEC Summer Intern Program closed with a joint activity with fellow interns from  

Tarrant County CEC member firms.  Thirty students and CEC members gathered at the 

Rangers Ball Park for a hotly contested game with the New York Yankees.  The group en-

joyed an evening of food, fun and networking. 
 

A special thanks to our co-sponsor: 

 

 

 

Ian Hartsig 

Kansas State University 

Internship:  Schmidt & Stacy 

Angellia Chandler 

Southern Methodist University 

Internship:  URS Corporation 

Matt Olson 

Southern Methodist University 

Internship:  Jacobs 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DALLAS CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS SITE TOUR 

A special thanks to our sponsor: 

On July 30, interns gathered at the LOPEZGARCIA GROUP offices for lunch and brief 

remarks given by Roger Behgam, P.E. Principal, and Peng Zhao, P.E. Principal and 

DCPA project manager.  Both expanded upon the breadth and depth of the project 

which when completed will bring new world-class cultural facilities to Dallas. 

   

 

 

 

  

The group then took a bus downtown to the Dal-

las Center for the Performing Arts Preview Cen-

ter that includes models of the Margot and Bill 

Winspear Opera House, the Dee and Charles 

Wyly Theatre and a model of the entire 10-acre 

site, in addition to architectõs renderings and 

photographs.  Afterwards, interns were able to 

visit the construction sites for the Windspear 

Opera House and the Wyly Theatre.  The center 

is projected to open in October of 2009. 


